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Transitions Policy

Transitions Policy

Aims Starting Larbert Village Nursery ELC
· To recognise that parental involvement enriches successful transitions and every effort to support this should be made.
· To ensure that all children starting Larbert Village Nursery ELC benefit from a high quality transition, which is tailored to the needs of each child and family.
· To ensure each child is offered a home visit where parents are given the opportunity to share information about their own unique circumstances and ask questions in privacy.

· To ensure that children are placed in a group that is the best fit for both them and families.
· To ensure that children and their families can visit nursery as often as required to ensure a smooth transition.
· Regular feedback is given to families on the settling in process.

Aims for Moving on from ELC to school

· To ensure that all children leaving Larbert Village ELC benefit from a high-quality transition to primary school. This involves a year long programme which happens in a variety of contexts with a variety of adults and children from the school setting.
· To share teaching and learning approaches across the early level.

· To ensure that high quality assessment information is shared in a timely fashion to ensure that children are appropriately challenged and supported in primary 1.

Rationale

A Curriculum for Excellence has at its core the aspiration that all children should be supported emotionally by adults around them and that all children benefit from continuity and progression in their learning.
 It is widely acknowledged that children make transitions throughout their education however, it remains a fact that early transitions can have a significant impact on how to a child regards themselves as being able to deal with change.
 The significance of early years transitions is due to the fact that they happen in the middle of what is considered for children a distinct and crucial stage in both their development and their learning. 
 It is therefore necessary for all stakeholders to co-ordinate an approach to transition arrangements that maximises continuity and progression in experiences and learning for all children and to ensure that they are provided for socially and emotionally at this key time.
In addition, it is necessary for Early Years Staff to work together with parents to ensure that there is a shared understanding of the range of children’s experiences in order that these are used as the basis for future learning.  It is imperative that all early years practitioners’ are skilled in the range of teaching and learning approaches based on the principles of active learning so that children’s intrinsic motivation for learning is captured and maintained. 

Methodology

Transition is thought of in the widest sense in Larbert Village Nursery ELC and it is important that activity happens all year round.  Key activities are planned around the following themes:

· Regular weekly opportunities for children who don’t attend our ELC to visit nursery with a parent.

· Home visits.

· An individually tailored supported start to nursery for the settling period.

· Supported transition for children with additional support and/or learning needs.

· Yearlong programme for transition to school.

· Reciprocal visits

· Assessment gathering and sharing

· Sharing of methodology and best practice

· The involvement of parents and carers in the process

Supported Transition

Children who require a supported transition will be identified and will have already benefited from TAC meetings to ensure their needs are met. The precise nature of the transition arrangements will be discussed at an initial meeting of all stakeholders involved in the child’s education and care including personnel from the primary school, preferably the primary 1 teacher.  This initial meeting will take place in the months before the child goes to school.  At this initial meeting, further activities and dates will be planned and agreed. Children with ASN should have an enhanced “What Matters to Me” sheet.
Reciprocal Visits

After the spring break, all preschool children in Larbert Village Nursery who are moving on to Larbert Village Primary will be assigned a buddy and will have a variety of opportunities to meet with their buddy and primary 1 teacher before the induction day. The Primary 1 teacher and buddy will visit children who do not attend Larbert Village Nursery in their own pre five setting. We will contact any other school which a child may be moving on to ensure the best transition possible. 

Assessment Gathering and Sharing

Staff make observations of children’s learning and development from the time that they start nursery.  These observations are used to form the agenda for discussion between the nursery staff. In the final term this discussion will include the receiving Primary 1 teacher and will be used as an opportunity to jointly identify next steps in learning for each child.

Involvement of Parents and Carers in the Process

Parents are communicated with through the following means:

Workshops, induction event about transition, school tour, school lunch, newsletters, Bluesky, information sessions; surveys. 
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